





whe ter ald of 








April 12, 1928 


An Opportunity for Broad-minded Catholics 
An Editonal in This Issue 


A Continuing Easter 
An Editorial 


OW that Easter is over, it will be well for us to remember how came 
the deep and rich spiritual experiences in our churches which have 
attended it and the Lenten services that preceded it. That quickening 

of life and interest was not due to the time and the season. There is no 
magic or mystic power about Lent or Easter Day, there is no peculiar 
spiritual quickening in the atmosphere of the springtime. This warm 
glow, this burning afresh of interest in spiritual things, this reconsecration 
which has been so evident the past few weeks in so many of our churches, 
came not because of the calendar or the weather, but from psychological 
processes. The minds and hearts of the people were being turned more 
continually and reverently towards Jesus Christ and his sacrificial and 
suffering love for us than is customary during the rest of the year. The 
preaching, the singing, the praying were all centering around those pro- 
found themes which made him more real and more personal to every man 
and woman. And this it was which brought about the deepening of inter- 
est, the rekindling of spiritual fires, the consecrations and rededications 
which have been so uplifting and so satisfying that we fain would continue 
in their warm glow. And why not? We do not have to wait on times and 
seasons to produce such spiritual results. They will come at any time of 
the year and at all times of the year if only we will turn our minds and 
hearts to Jesus Christ as we did during the Lenten period and make him 
sufficiently real and personal to us and our people. Let us remember that 
fact and make use of it throughout the whole year. 
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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


About Folks and Things 


We are hoping that the impetus given 
to the thought of evangelism by our 
Evangelism Number last week is still 
gathering force in the minds and hearts 
of our people and that many pastors and 
churches are making preparation for the 
taking of the offering on April 29. Re- 
member that because of the financial 
limitations of that department, Secretary 
Howsare is not spending any large 
amount of money on letters and litera- 
ture of appeal. He is not sending out a 
general solicitation for the offering as is 
usually done. He is undertaking to save 
the great expense involved in such a 
solicitation, as he believed that he could 
depend upon you and your church to take 
the offering without his department hav- 
ing to go to the expense of asking you 
and urging you to do it. Surely you are 
not going to disappoint such faith in you. 
There is very grave need for your help 
and The Herald most earnestly appeals 
to you to honor this call by planning for 
and taking a really generous offering. 


Passion Week services have been held 
by our church at Eaton, Ohio, Rev. E. a. 
Cotten pastor, in which Rev. A. B. Thorn- 
burg, of Campbellstown, and Rev. Ross 
McNeal, of Concord, assisted the pastor 
on two evenings. 

Rev. Mark H. Turner, pastor of 
Kittery Point, Maine, has enlisted the 
young people to have charge of the praise 
service preceding the sermon on Sunday 
evening. The new feature is working 
greatly to the advantage of both the 
young people and the church. 


The United Stewardship Council of 
America will hold its mid-year meeting 
at Nashville, Tennessee, on April 27 and 
28. Dr. W. H. Denison, stewardship 
secretary of our own church, is on the 
program. He and his work are always 
given recognition in this important an- 
nual gathering. 

Word comes from Rev. J. R. Cortner, 
pastor at Pleasant Hill Church, Western 
Indiana Conference, that they are plan- 
ning to celebrate the one hundredth an- 
niversary of the organization of that 
church sometime in July. Brother and 
Sister Cortner are enjoying their work 
in this splendid church immensely. 

The joint convention of the Western 
Indiana Conference met with the Antioch 
Church April 3 and 4. The attendance 
was good and the interest very fine. 
Home Mission Secretary Sparks and 
Brother Hermon Eldredge were the out- 
side speakers, and a number from the 
conference participated in the program. 

Mr. W. L. Halfaker, son of Rev. J. S. 


Halfaker, of Columbus, was a caller at 
the Publishing House last week. He is 


enthusiastic over the progress of the 
young people’s work in the conference 
and looks forward to greater things soon. 
He is supplying two of the churches in 
the Ohio Central Conference and is en- 
joying the work immensely. It will be re- 
membered that Brother Halfaker is the 
young man who made such a splendid 
record recently in securing subscriptions 
to The Herald. 

Rev. S. H. McKeen, of Lowville, New 
York, who has served a number of pas- 
torates both in that state and in New 
England, is now at liberty to correspond 
with any church in need of a pastor. He 
is willing to consider churches in other 
sections and we trust that his services 
will soon be claimed by some of our 
pastorless churches. 


We have received announcements and 
programs for Easter services from so 
many of our churches that it is impos- 
sible to mention them all. But the edi- 
tor always greatly appreciates seeing 
such printed matter from any of our 
churches and wishes that pastors would 
get in the habit of remembering him 
with such. It is a point of contact that 
is very helpful to him. 

Mr. David Ralston, a ministerial] stu- 
dent at Wittenberg College, Springfield, 
Ohio, called at the Publishing House last 
week. Brother Ralston is a member of 
the Miami Ohio Conference and is carry- 
ing the pastoral work of the Laura 
Church for half time. He reports both 
his school and church work going nicely, 
and especially since the meeting in which 
Rev. Heber O’Hara assisted recently. 

Brother Earl Kearns, of Albany, In- 
diana, writes that his church, Rev. Cecil 
Leek pastor, now has a fine new bulletin 
board on the corner of the church lawn. 
This is a splendid thing. Every church, 
especially if on a prominent auto high- 
way, should have such a bulletin board, 
with its name and that of its pastor 
plainly legible, so that our people may 
know when they are in the vicinity of 
one of our churches. 

Brother Cory Bright, a member at 
Christiansburg, Ohio, has _ recently 
preached twice at Cove Springs and once 
at his home church to very good accept- 
ance. He is taking a correspondence 
course with the Moody Bible Institute, 
specially along the lines of evangelism, 
preparing for some line of active service 
in the Kingdom. His pastor, Rev. J. W. 
Yantis, is encouraging and using him in 
the work as a man of promise. 

In our Educational Department this 
week will be found a notice and appeal 
for Children’s Week, May 6-13. Miss 
Eldredge is very anxious that the largest 
possible use be made of this occasion, and 
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will be happy to furnish suggestions and 
any other help she can to anyone who 
will ask for them. We urge upon our 
workers the importance of this matter 
and hope that in many communities plans 
will be carried out for a really significant 
observance of Children’s Week. 

On Sunday, March 25, Rev. F. H. 
Gardner, of Pottersville, Massachusetts, 
celebrated the completion of thirty-five 
years in the ministry. The occasion was 
a very delightful one, with a special ser- 
mon, congratulatory messages, and other 
helpful features. Brother Gardner will 
be remembered as the author of the 
Teddy Bear and other stories which have 
been so popular with the children readers 
of The Herald—and we chance to know 
that a good many older folks seem to 
enjoy them very much also. 

The Junior, Intermediate, and Senior 
Christian Endeavor societies of the 
Goshen Church, Eel River Conference, 
gave a very interesting missionary en- 
tertainment at the church on Wednesday 
evening, March 28. The evening’s pro- 
gram consisted of two plays: one by the 
Juniors and Intermediates, called “Tara 
Finds the Door to Happiness;” and the 
other by the Seniors, called “The Clinic 
of a Missionary Specialist’. Such efforts, 
because of their educational value, are 
bound to produce much fruit in the days 
to come and should be emulated in all of 
our churches. 


Rev. J. H. Lightbourne, of Troy, Ohio, 
has prepared a form letter in an effort 
to make contacts with strangers and 
others in his community. Besides giving 
information about the church, its plan 
of financial support, the name and phone 
number of the pastor, the secretary- 
treasurer, and the church clerk, it also 
gives a statement of the Principles for 
which the Christian Church stands. Much 
good will certainly come through the use 
of such a letter, especially if the pastor 
has the co-operation of his workers in 
forming these contacts with those need- 
ing him and the services of the church. 

The Defiance College catalog for 1928- 
1929 is just from the press. It is a 
booklet of 136 pages giving full infor- 
mation with reference to the various 
courses and privileges offered at Defiance. 
Some one should see to it that this cata- 
log is placed in the hands of every young 
man or woman of the Christian Church 
in the Defiance area who is expecting to 
attend college this coming year. This 
should not be delayed until they have 
already made up their minds to go else- 
where. But a pastor, a teacher, or some 
other friend should look after the matter 
at once. Send the names of such young 
people to President A. G. Caris, Defiance, 
Ohio, and he will be glad to co-operate 
with you in soliciting their interest and 

(Continued on page fourteen) 
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An Opportunity for Broad-minded Catholics 


WO or three things ought to enter into the 
tT thinking of all men and women who are endued 

with any noticeable degree of common sense. 
First, our various races and religions are all here 
and we must all live together whether we will or no. 
The day is forever past when we dare to get rid of 
each other by slaughter, as the Turks rid themselves 
of the Armenians. Second, it will be infinitely more 
rational and enjoyable to live together as friends, 
who believe in each other and try to be helpful to 
one another, than as enemies who despitefully use 
each other. Third, such a basis of friendship can 
never be arrived at through abuse or underhanded- 
ness or by blinking the bare and honest facts of any 
situation—the down-underneath facts and not sim- 
ply the incidental happenings. Fourth, such peace- 
ful relations can never be builded up on any perver- 
sion of basic religious truth nor on any claims or 
concepts of the Church which impress the modern 
and undoctrinated mind as an ugly caricature of 
the Heavenly Father. Jesus Christ himself declared 
that “the Truth shall set you free,” and there is no 
hope of ever building up a peaceful human society 
upon religious assumptions which are foundation- 
ally and viciously wrong—especially if those as- 
sumptions lead to tyrannical abuses of power either 
in the Church or state. 


NLESS groups recognize the above working 

principles there is little use to try to come to 
any peaceful and helpful understanding with them. 
But if these principles have entered into the think- 
ing of broad-minded American Catholics, recent 
happenings present them with great opportunity to 
render the cause of peace and understanding be- 
tween Catholics and Protestants a great service. 
We have heard much of late of the bigotry of the 
Heflins and the Klan and such Protestants. But the 
intolerable bigotry is not all on one side by any 
means. The Herald can speak with freedom, for it 
was one of the first of the religious periodicals to 
declare against the Klan—and that at a time when 
to do so meant to gain the ill-will of many influential 
persons. Other Protestant religious periodicals have 
been equally severe on the Klan and on all such atti- 
tudes towards the Catholics. But there have been no 
corresponding strictures in Catholic periodicals 
against the intolerable bigotry in their own church 
—intolerable bigotry against which the Protestant 
outbursts have been from the first only natural and 


inevitable reactions. The Catholic press has never 
had the courage to face that bare and honest fact. 
Even The Commonweal, one of the most ably edited 
of all papers today, never carries into the discussion 
of its own church, or even of the doings of Catholics 
in Catholic countries, that same penetrating keen- 
ness and that same freedom of expression which so 
brilliantly characterize its discussions of other 
churches and other subjects. The merest feather- 
tap on the wrist—and that carefully tucked away 
and lost in some long editorial—is the sternest thing 
it has ever yet attempted against anything its church 
and its priesthood have ever done in Mexico; and on 
all of the viciously divisive foundational assump- 
tions of its church and potentates, it is silent. 


ECENTLY The Commonweal has called upon 

the Protestant press to support it in asking for 
an unbiased commission to investigate and report 
upon the actual facts in Mexico. The Herald heart- 
ily endorses such an investigation, but with the dis- 
tinct understanding that it be an impartial and true 
one, that at least in part it be carried on in Mexico 
where the conditions which are to be investigated 
exist, and that it go into the historical and tradi- 
tional attitudes and activities of the church in Mex- 
ico which led to this revolt against it. Any broad- 
minded and fair American Catholic ought to be will- 
ing for that. For revolts never spring up by chance. 
Never without great cause do the people of any race 
or country turn against either a government or a 
church which they and their fathers for generations 
have loved and served. Thinking Catholics on this 
side of the line ought, for the sake of their own 
church as well as for the sake of truth and of human- 
ity, to want to know the true and unbiased facts 
about what their church has been doing in past 
years in Mexico to have caused enough of a revolt 
to enable the government in this predominantly 
Catholic country to pass and enforce all those very 
severe inhibitions against church activities and 
authority. Let a friendly and impartial commission 
go to the bottom of the facts in Mexico and lay the 
real situation there before the public opinion of the 
world. But while that is being done let the broad- 
minded Catholics of America demonstrate their cour- 
age and willingness publicly and severely to condemn 
those acts of their church or its leaders which deep 
down in their hearts they know to be wrong and 
know will lead to further friction between Protes- 





356 (4) THE HERALD OF 
tants and Catholics. They might begin, for instance, 
with the League for Defense of Religious Liberty, 
which is reported in this evening’s papers to have 
made a violent attack against Ambassador Morrow 
because he is ironing out the difficulties between our 
nation and Mexico and making intervention unthink- 
able. It expresses resentment against him because of 
his “appeal to certain American investors to co-oper- 
ate with President Calles in construction work” and 
because his main desire seems to be “to find a way 
to enable Mexico to fulfill its international obliga- 
tions’, and is displeased because Mr. Morrow asso- 
ciates with President Calles. No words of rebuke 
could be too strong on the part of American Cath- 
olics against such an evident desire of some of their 
leading fellow churchmen in Mexico to bring on 
armed difficulties with this country in the hope that 
it might furnish an opportunity for the Catholics 
there to revolt against their government. Let the 
Protestant missionaries there or in any other coun- 
try try such a move and every Protestant paper in 
America and every church organization would cry 
cut. But we fear that both the Catholic press and 
the Catholic dignitaries in America will remain 
silent about this most recent outburst of that Cath- 
olic league. 


TILL another opportunity for broad-minded 
Catholics is furnished by a pastoral letter sent 
out January 28, this year, by the Cardinal Arch- 
bishop of Turin, Italy. Bear in mind that the car- 
dinal is no obscure priest or illiterate person, but 
one of the prominent men of the Catholic Church of 
the world, being one of the sixty-six cardinals who 
will elect the next Pope, and who himself is eligible 
to that high office. His letter is to the “clergy and 
faithful” of his archdiocese and is a severe rebuke of 
and warning to Catholics who have anything to do 
with the Y. M. C. A. and other Protestant organi- 
zations. One of his strong points of attack against 
Catholics coming under the influence of the Y. M. 
C. A. is that they will be induced to read Protes- 
tant books, “even the Bible and the Gospel, falsified 
according to Protestant usage’, and the letter 
laments that thus “the young people lose almost un- 
consciously that suspicion and repugnance they 
might have had towards Protestantism and towards 
its promulgators.” The italics are ours. The car- 
dinal continues in such vein, and then warns his peo- 
ple to remember “the heavy penalties that the 
Church has established against heretics, apostates, 
and all who knowingly in whatsoever manner col- 
laborate in the spread of heresy.” It is almost un- 
believable that such spirit and obvious desire could 
come out of the bigotry of illiterate Catholicism, but 
here it is coming not three months ago from a car- 
dinal archbishop within the shadow of the Vatican! 
If such a piece of writing should be issued by any 
Protestant official anywhere in the world, the whole 
Protestant church press, with almost no exception, 
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would burst out in a storm of censure against it. 
Will The Commonweal and the other more enlight- 
ened Catholic papers in America do as much? 


HERE is no hope of ever correcting the situation 

between Protestants and Catholics in America 
until the Catholics in America themselves show some 
disposition to help correct Catholic bigotry and in- 
justice the world over. The reason why so many Prot- 
estants in the United States are afraid of a Catholic 
for President is because of the attitude and the 
silence of even the broadest-minded Catholics them- 
selves towards the undemocratic and fundamentally 
divisive assumptions of their own church, assump- 
tions which have found and are still finding expres- 
sion in this and many other lands. There is no use 
for them to complain against the sporadic “bigotry” 
of certain Protestants until they do much more than 
they have done to correct the indisputable bigotry 
and intolerance which undergird the very founda- 
tional theory upon which their church is builded 
and which inevitably lead to so much irritation with 
other churches and peoples. Towards the creation 
of a better understanding and better relationships 
between the Catholics and Protestants, the broad- 
er-minded and sweeter-spirited Protestants have 
always met the Catholics more than half way; and 
it is now high time that the broader-minded and 
sweeter-spirited of the Catholics begin to assert 
enough freedom and courage to speak out boldly and 
insistently against the intolerance and archaism of 
their own church and people. In no other way is 
there the slightest hope of that peace and good will 
which we all so much desire. 


A Matter of Honor 


T is only a short time now until many of our 
churches will be closing up their work for the 
year. It would seem that if there is any one caution 
under the sun which would not need to be given, it 
would be that relating to their honesty and honor. 
And yet, as ashamed as we are to have to mention 
it, it is deplorably true that there are churches whose 
sense of honor and honesty is so perverted that they 
use the money given for missions and other benevo- 
lent purposes to pay their own local bills and then, 
because they are short on the budget at the end of 
the year, they send little for the benevolent causes 
for which their pledges were taken. This is nothing 
less than a purely misappropriation of funds. In 
business circles it is called by a shorter and uglier 
name. It could be punished under the law. It seems 
strange indeed that high-minded pastors or high- 
minded Christian laymen would permit their church 
to be guilty of a thing like that. It is playing false 
with the contributors, who made their pledges under 
the promise that a certain part would go for benevo- 
lent purposes. The results are bound to be very bad 
on both the financial and spiritual life of the church. 
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HRISTIANITY calls men and wom- 
* en, boys and girls to believe the 

truth about God, about Jesus 
Christ, about the Bible, about human per- 
sonality, and about the present life in 
its relation to the life to come. Chris- 
tianity does not ask anyone to believe 
every teaching about these different fac- 
tors of religious faith, but it calls every 
one to believe the truth about each. 

Belief is a rational response to truth. 
It is not a mere assent to teachings, to 
theories, and to doctrines. It is a dis- 
criminating evaluation and acceptance of 
the truth. The Church has too often 
failed to realize that the challenge of 
science along material lines is the same 
as is the challenge of religion along 
spiritual lines. The fact is that science 
has no monopoly upon the so-called 
scientific method of which we have heard 
so much the past twenty years and which 
is so important. The scientific method in- 
volves observation of phenomena, condi- 
tions, and relationships; a securing of 
facts about the same; a proper classifica- 
tion of these facts; a true evaluation of 
these facts; and correct judgment in the 
use of these facts. That is the method 
of science in the material world. That 
is the method of Jesus in the spiritual 
world. 

Just as no college or university can 
give an education to students, so no 
church or other religious organization 
can give religion to men and women or 
boys and girls. The school puts its stu- 
dents in touch with opportunities to ex- 
perience an education. So the church 
put people in touch with opportunities to 
experience religion. Every worshiper in 
the church of Jesus Christ is challenged 
to be an explorer-in the realm of faith— 
to seek and to find that he may know 
“the unsearchable riches of God in Christ 
Jesus”. 

Christianity throws out an intellectual 
challenge to all who would be followers 
of Jesus Christ. It calls us to believe 
in the Bible as the progressive revelation 
of God’s personality, God’s love, and 
God’s wish for mankind. Christianity 
does not even ask that we believe the 
illogical theories that have been pro- 
pounded about the Bible. The Bible does 
not claim that the book of Genesis is an 
anticipation of modern science. Chris- 
tianity does not ask us to accept the Bible 
as an authority on either history or 
science. But the Bible does claim to be 


an authority on religion. It gives to the 
world the growth of the religious con- 
cept in the mind of the most religiously 
inclined race among men. But we mis- 
use the Bible if we contend for its liter- 


The Intellectual Challenge of Christianity 


BY REV. R. C. HELFENSTEIN, M. A., B. D. 


ary infallibility, its historical infallibil- 
ity upon subjects entering into the prov- 
ince of science. Christianity challenges 
its devotees to practice discrimination in 
their appreciation of the diversified his- 
torical, moral, and spiritual data given 
in the Bible, and to be able to judge be- 
tween those portions of the Bible that 
present the Christian viewpoint of God 
and of life and those portions that are 
sub-Christian if not anti-Christian. Chris- 
tianity challenges us to read and study 
the Bible with discrimination, that we 
may appreciate the historical develop- 
ment through which the people of Bible 
times passed in their quest for God and 
truth. Christianity challenges its de- 
votees to study to show themselves ap- 
proved, workmen that will have no oc- 
casion to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth—able to recognize those 
portions of the Bible that are below the 
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FoR our clutter of problems, the 

only adequate resource is a con- 
tagion of prayer. This world that 
should be resounding with prayer 
is only noisy with a vain rag-time 
claims of its destiny. Men and 
women bear with me. This is a sort 
to drug its ache and to dodge the 
claims of its destiny. This is a sort 
of eleventh hour; men of good will 
are frustrated; the Church is pal- 
sied; the state is confounded; the 
redemptive forces of the world are 
arrested; and the world is drifting 
on to the brink of the precipice, 
and time is on the wing..... It is 
not an extravagance to say that it 
is a race between religion and chaos. 
And religion is falling behind. And 
there is no hope except in a con- 
tagion of prayer: and it is for you 
and me to begin. Then let us to 
our knees: let us pray: let us begin 
praying tonight, and keep on pray- 
ing faithfully and steadily until we 
are charged with conviction and 
courage and power: and we shall 
hear presently the saving word and 
we shall go out to do it.—Dr. 


Richard Roberts. 
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standards of Jesus and those portions 
that represent the standards of Jesus. 
It is a sin against youth to try to make 
them think that the whole Bible is Chris- 
tian. Only the New Testament claims to 
be Christian. Portions of the Old 
Testament are manifestly unchristian. 
It is a sin against youth to hold out 
the idea before them that all the 
Old Testament characters would clas- 
sify as saints today. Many of them 
who were saints in their day would not 
qualify for membership in any church of 
the Christian denomination today. Even 
King Solomon would not be permitted to 





enter a respectable community today to 
make it his residence, with his multi- 
plicity of wives and his retinue of con- 
cubines. 


All the Old Testament characters have 
to be studied in the light of the day in 
which they lived. And I have never been 
quite able to understand why the Church 
has tried so hard to find something good 
about many of the Old Testament charac- 
ters and at the same time wink with in- 
difference at the glaring badness their 
lives disclosed. Just because these char- 
acters are given us in the Bible does not 
make it sacrilegious to point out their 
shortcoming. Christianity challenges us 
to do that very thing-—to recognize and 
protest against the ideals and character- 
istics portrayed in the lives of Bible char- 
acters that are contradictory to the Chris- 
tian “ideal, just as well as to recognize 
and appreciate those ideals that would 
meet the approval of Jesus. 

A ten year old daughter of a minister 
came home from Sunday-school much 
disturbed. She asked her father why it 
was that the Bible said that God told 
people to do things that were contra- 
dictory. “Tell me, father, why it is that 
in the Old Testament God told the peeple 
to kill their enemies, and in the New 
Testament Jesus told people to love their 
enemies.” The wise father took the little 
girl on his knee ana beginning at the first 
of the Old Testament and going through 
to the New Testament told her the stories 
of God’s dealings with his people. And 
when the father finished the story of God 
revealing himself in Jesus Christ, the 
little girl looked up with a smile of un- 
derstanding satisfaction into her father’s 
face as she said, ‘‘Why, papa, I see now. 
God grew better as he grew older, didn’t 
he?” 

To her childish mind the difference was 
explained in her thought of God as hav- 
ing grown better with the years of ex- 
perience, instead of the difference being 
explained by the development of the 
people as they came to understand God 
better. “God is the same, yesterday, to- 
day, and forever.” The Bible gives to 
the world the story of the development of 
the religious ideals and consciousness of 
man—the climax of the development be- 
ing the recognition that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world unto him- 
self, and that God is a Christlike God. 

Thus Christianity challenges us to ap- 
preciate the Bible as a progressive rev- - 
elation of the person, mind, and heart of 
God, and that the final and ultimate 
revelation of God is in-the life and love 
of Jesus Christ. Whenever any teaching 
about God in the Bible or out of the Bible 
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makes God less good than was Jesus 
Christ, that teaching should be recog- 
nized as unchristian. 

Some people foolishly contend that the 
Bible is authoritative on every subject of 
human thought. But the Bible claims to 
be authority only in the realm of re- 
ligion. The chief end of the Bible is to 
tell about God and the ways of God, 
his love for men, his demands upon men, 
his struggle in securing man’s redemp- 
tion from sin, and his call to men to co- 
operate with him in building a Kingdom 
of God—a Kingdom of love, truth, and 
happiness upon the earth. 

That is the purpose of the Bible, and 
it accomplishes its purpose. Christianity 
would have us read the Bible with an 
open and discriminating mind. In it you 
will see some stagnant pools as warnings 
to us. But in it you will also find rivers 
of living water along which grow the 
trees and the fruits of eternal life. 


Our appreciation of the Bible should 
not rest upon any particular theory of 
its inspiration. The Bible was inspired 
as it was inspired, regardless of how 
men may think it to have been inspired. 
It is the Bible itself that we should ap- 
preciate, and not some theory of its in- 
spiration. It is the most marvelous 
document ever compiled, not because it 
was compiled in any particular manner 
but because of its content—the marvelous 
story of men’s search after God and 
of God’s response to man. As Coleridge 
put it, “The argument for the inspira- 
tion of the Bible is the fact that it in- 
spires us.” If the authority of the Bible 
rested upon its literary infallibility, the 
writers themselves would have had to 
be infallible, the translations would have 
to be infallible, the printers who printed 
it would have had to be infallible, and 
its readers would have to be infallible in 
order to read it and interpret it aright. 
The theory of verbal inspiration which 
some people contend for thus falls by the 
weight of its own claim. Moreoover, it 
is a useless theory. It is not a question 
as to the nature of the inspiration men 
had who wrote the Bible. The question 
is, “What use are we making of the in- 
spiration the Bible gives to us?” The 
proof of its inspiration is found in no 
theory, but in the fact that it inspires 
men today with a desire to know and 
love God and to serve him and his world. 
Dover, Delaware. 

oO 


There are two good rules which ought 
to be written on every heart:—Never be- 
lieve anything bad about anyone unless 
you positively know it is true; never tell 
even that unless you feel that it is abso- 
lutely necessary; and remember that God 
is listening while you tell it—Henry van 
Dyke. 
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Why I Am a Member of the Christian 
Denomination 


BY JOHN A. WARNER 
Y. M. C. A. Secretary in Mexico 


FREQUENTLY have occasion to an- 
| swer the above question; and it may 

be of interest to some to know why a 
missionary in a field, unreached by his 
own church, should continue to hold his 
membership in his home congregation. It 
would not be difficult for me to justify 
my uniting with some other church. 

I have been absent from my home 
church since June of 1904. In these 
nearly twenty-five years I have attended 
worship in that church of my young man- 
hood about six times. I have been there 
to communion but cnce. I might add that 
my record with any other church of my 
denomination is no better. 

My wife and children are all members 
of another church. I, of course, could 
not have it otherwise. I can, without 
loss to my spiritual life, live separate 
from my home church; but children, to 
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THE LIVING CHRIST 
iu was not at the opened tomb 
Where questing souls drew near; 
Nor where behind the fast-closed door 
Disciples met in fear; 
Not with the two on Emmaus’ way 
Who hung upon his word, 


Nor yet where doubting Thomas stood, 
Did Paul behold his Lord. 


Yet though unseasonably born 
To hope, and faith, and love, 
There came to him the sign of grace, 
The vision from above. 
While men with cynic doubting said, 
“How can these things be true?” 
Paul knew if Jesus were alive 
That he must see him, too. 


The vision came, we know not how; 
He saw; and heard Christ's call. 
The proof? His life; he lived in him, 

And Jesus lived in Paul. 
No hallowed moment at a tomb 
Surpassed that glorious hour 
Wherein Paul died with Christ, to live 


In resurrection power. 


Thus as we gaze in faith today 
Across the ages dim 
Would we find faith transformed to sight 
And live anew in him. 
We shall not see as Mary saw; 
Nor yet, perchance, as Paul: 
Yet faith may make his presence real 
Where Christ is all in all. 
—William E. Gilroy, Editor of 
The Congregationalist. 
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have a true appreciation of the meaning 
and value of church fellowship, must be- 
come members of some church. So it 
happens that my children have been bap- 
tised by Methodist, Angelican, and Con- 
gregationalist brethren; and this diver- 
sity has not hindered them and their 





mother from being united today in one 
church, which, I am happy to say, ex- 
tends fellowship to me although I con- 
tinue to be a member of the Christian 
Church. 


All of these years I have lived among 
neighbors who were members of other 
churches. I have attended their wor- 
ship, sat down with them at the Lord’s 
table, knelt with them about his altar. 
I have taken active part in church and 
Sunday-school work. I have often been 
invited and urged by dear friends to be- 
come members of the particular church 
in which my family and I worshiped 
and worked. Why have I not accepted 
the invitation? There would, of neces- 
sity, be some strong reason other than 
the mere desire to be true to the church 
of my father and of my grandfather, or 
that of remaining a member of the con- 
gregation which meant so much to me in 
the critical years of my college life. 

There are three reasons why I have 
remained a member of a church with 
which I could fellowship only at a dis- 
tance. First of all, it gives me freedom. 
I am working with all sorts of Christians, 
and I have no desire to deal with them 
on any other basis than that of Christian 
fellowship. My church relationship 
makes it possible for me to call any man 
my brother whose life reveals Christlike 
character I have no need to question 
his brand of denominationalism or to in- 
quire into the intricacies of his private 
belief. If Jesus Christ is the spring 
from which he draws his spiritual life, 
I can take him by the hand. 

Last Sunday I sat down at the Lord’s 
table with a hundred others, gathered 
from nobody knows how many denomina- 
tions of Protestantism. Indeed, I suspect 
that some of them were Roman Catholics. 
But nobody asked about one’s classifica- 
tion. The ministering pastor merely in- 
vited all lovers of Jesus to join in com- 
csemorating his loving life and sacrificial 
death by keeping the sacrament which 
he left to all of his disciples. Of courze 
I could have done this as a member of 
any one of a large number of Protestant 
denominations today, although with some 
of these it is still a novelty. But so far 
as I know, the Christian denomination 
has never followed any other practice. 

But this freedom carries me further 
still; for it permits me to observe events, 
actions and opinions in this rapidly mov- 
ing religious drama of modern life and 
to appraise them not in accordance with 
some creedal statement of my denomina- 
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tion, but as they measure up to the 
standards of Jesus Christ as I find them 
set forth in the.New Testament. My 
judgment may be faulty; but as long as 
my life measures up to Jesus’ standard 
of discipleship, my church will leave me 
to answer to him for the inaccuracy of 
my doctrine. In the Christian denomina- 
tion I am neither a Modernist nor a 
Fundamentalist because, after all, these 
terms only have place in a church in 
which the standard has been defined in 
terms of human interpretation of divine 
truth. The standards of Jesus are as 
fundamental today as they were when he 
set them up, and there has never been 
an age when his ideals were not so far in 
advance of the times as to be ultramod- 
ern, 


A second reason for my remaining in 
the Christian denomination is that it 
furnishes me with a broad and liberal 
platform on which to meet the unconven- 
tional types of Christians. Among these, 
there are many whose experience with 
the dogmas and exactions of creedal and 
ritualistic churches has been unfortunate 
—men and women, often of fine character 
and loving spirit, who have been cast 
adrift by the machinelike rigidity of ec- 
clesiastical requirement. Their hearts 
cry out for fellowship with God; but in 
a company which calls for exact classifi- 
cation, they are misfits. If, as often hap- 
pens, they have found this out by experi- 
ence with some church relationship, the 
danger is that one who might have been 
a sincere disciple will become an insin- 
cere atheist. How many does one find 
who are hiding a longing, unsatisfied 
heart under a cloak of ostensible agnos- 
ticism! I have held to my church mem- 
bership because I have felt that my call 
to the apostleship was more for the sake 
of this class than of the satisfied ones 
who are living under the shadow of the 
Church. 


A third reason which leads me to hold 
unchanged my denominational relation- 
ship is that it enables me to deal with 
men according to their need and not ac- 
cording to their misconceptions or mine 
as to what is proper in ecclesiastical re- 
lationships and usage. Whether a man 
be born a Protestant, a Roman Catholic, 
or an orthodox, human sin is a funda- 
mental fact; and no power or practice on 
earth can liberate men’s souls from its 
blighting influence. If we ever succeed 
in bringing a sinful soul to the joy of 
freedom, it is because we are able to 
make him conscious of God’s offer of for- 
giveness and of his unwavering love 
which makes all men his children. In the 
work which I am doing, I need to be a 
member of a church which puts this 
fact before that of any church require- 
ment. The first need of a human soul 
is Christ, and the Church must be humble 
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enough and faithful enough to exalt him 
to first place. 

I remain a member of the Christian 
denomination for a fourth reason and 
that is because that denomination be- 
lieves that the fcllowers of Jesus Christ 
should all be in one fellowship. I hope 
that I may see the time when it will not 
be necessary for me to say that I belong 
to the Christian denomination. Our ex- 
istence as a denomination is no more 
justifiable than that of any other com- 
munion. I feel that we should look upon 
our denominational existence as a transi- 
tory state and that we should consider 
our condition dangerous as long as we 
hold separate denominational identity. Of 
course this is just as true of other de- 
nominations, and it ought to spur us to 
constantly increasing efforts toward Je- 
sus’ ideal of oneness. 

Mexico City. 


A Homily on Church Finance 
The Every-member Canvass 


By Warren H. Denison 
Vv 


HE annual every-member canvass has 

come to be the accepted plan in most 
Protestant denominations for providing 
for the budget of the local church, both 
for its local expenses and its benev- 
olences. 

At the February meeting at Pittsburgh 
of the Conference of Promotional Secre- 
taries of many denominations, the im- 
portance of the annual every-member 
canvass was stressed. The United Stew- 
ardship Council of America, at its De- 
cember meeting in Cincinnati, laid much 
emphasis on its importance. 

Last March at Atlantic City, at a meet- 
ing of Promotional, Stewardship, and 
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FAR BETTER 


FAR better with my feeble hands, 

To work for Him who died, 

Than to have failed to serve at all 
My Savior crucified. 


Far better with a trembling voice, 
To speak Christ Jesus’ name, 
Than to have lived for self alone, 
And gained an earthly fame. 


Far better lift a flickering torch 
Up to a clouded sky, 

Than never to have guided those 
Who might have passed Christ by. 


Far better give to him my all, 
However small it be; 
Then | shall live with him I served 
Through all eternity. 
—Elizabeth M. Bruen, in The 


Southern Churchman. 
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Publicity leaders of the churches, the re- 
port said: “There appears to be a vir- 
tually unanimous agreement upon the im- 
portance of the every-member canvass 
and upon its increasing acceptance by the 
rank and file of the churches, although 
there is still much to be desired in the 
thoroughness with which it is conducted 
in the average church. While various 
substitutes have been tried for the per- 
sonal house-to-house visitation, there is a 
general feeling that no better method has 
yet been evolved.” 


There are various and important rea- 
sons for this, and for these reasons we 
urge it upon every church of the Chris- 
tians anywhere. If the every-member 
canvass is organized and conducted in the 
right spirit, the genuine spiritual life of 
the church membership, the feeling of 
Christian fellowship, loyalty to the whole 
program of the church, the impartation 
of enthusiasm and information, will be 
greatly enhanced; all these in addition to 
what it will mean financially to the cause, 
and the power it will give to those par- 
ticipating in the canvass. 


The Methodist Episcopal Church in one 
of its recent pronouncements urges its 
churches, where the budget of the local 
church expenses and its benevolences are 
subscribed at the same time, not to make 
the fiscal year for the local church to 
close at the same time as the conference 
year. It is gratifying to know that many 
of our churches, too, are now closing 
their local church year at the end of some 
calendar quarter regardless of when the 
conference holds its sessions. They are 
satisfied that a fiscal ending of the year 
other than the conference year is desir- 
able both for the benevolences and the 
local expenses. 

The time for the every-member can- 
vass is one or two weeks before the new 
local church year begins, but some four 
to six weeks are necessary to get ready 
for it. This six weeks of preparation 
may mean much more spiritually to your 
church than any other six weeks of the 
church year. We urge every church of 
the Christians to use the every-member 
canvass in 1928, and to give not less than 
four weeks, six are better, to prepara- 
tion for it, so that it may be a perma- 
nent asset to the church. The prepara- 
tion and the canvass itself will be a real 
joy and satisfaction if rightly conducted. 
The primary purpose should be the 
strengthening of the loyalty of the mem- 
bership, the acceptance of a larger sphere 
of service on the part of the members, the 
deepening of the spiritual life, and the 
re-enlistment of all inactive members. 
The secondary purpose is the securing of 
necessary funds to maintain the work of 
the local church and the support of the 
benevolent and missionary work of our 
church. 
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Woman's Work 


Mrs. Emma S. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 


ORD comes to us that Mrs. Guernsey 

Stephens is recovering from her re- 
cent illness and is again able to take up 
work again. Mrs. Stephens has been the 
president of the woman’s mission board 
of the Eastern Indiana Conference. 


NEW AMERICANS 


By Charles H. Sears, Chairman 
Committee of New Americans 


HE report of the Commissioner Gen- 
eral of Immigration states that from 

June 30, 1926, to June 30, 1927, 538,001 
aliens were admitted, of which 335,175 
were newcomers for permanent residence. 
For the year ending June 30, 1927, there 
was a net increase of 284,493 in the alien 
population in this country as compared to 
268,351 increase for year 1926. 

Canada and Mexico contributed nearly 
forty-five percent of the total number of 
immigrants in 1927. A study of the im- 
migrant contribution by races gives the 
following approximate figures for the 
larger groups: Mexican, 66,000; German, 
56,000; Irish, 44,000; English, 40,000; 


Scotch, 25,000; French, 19,000; Scandi- 
navian, 19,000; Italian, 18,000; Hebrew, 
11,000. About 254,000 newcomers were 
from sixteen to forty-four years old. 
There is today a better distribution of 
quota immigrants by states, although 


New York still leads. Of the 165,000 
immigrant aliens which arrived at the 
port of New York in 1927, New York re- 
ceived 70,000; Pennsylvania 17,000, and 
Illinois 14,000. 

One of the established pieces of work 
under the general direction of the Com- 
mittee on New Americans of the Home 
Missions Council and Council of Women 
for Home Missions in the work of the 
Bureau of Reference for Migrating 
People supervised by Mr. R. E. Cole. 
During the year—December 31, 1926, to 
December 31, 1927—11,454 names of 
newcomers were distributed to ministers 
of various denominations, as follows: 
Lutheran, sixty-one percent; Episcopal, 
seventeen percent; Presbyterian, nine 
percent; Methodist, five percent; Con- 
gregational, four percent; Baptist, one 
percent; Disciples, one percent; Evan- 
gelical, Reformed, Brethren, Eastern 
Orthodox and Others, two percent. 


The percentage of names sent to the 
Lutheran and Episcopalian churches can 
be accounted for by the large numbers 
from Great Britain on the one hand, and 
from countries where the Lutheran 
Church is the State Church on the other. 


It has been impossible to secure the 
listing of church preferences, so that 
names have had to be treated on the basis 
of presumptive church connection rather 
than on the basis of actual church con- 
nection. Of the total of names sent out 
to ministers, replies were received from 
thirty percent; twenty-three percent of 
the replies reported favorable contacts; 
about seven percent of the replies stated 
that because of wrong address, moving, 
inability to locate, etc., no contacts were 
possible. 

A change in the work of the Bureau is 
occasioned by the fact that over seventy- 
five percent of all immigrants arriving 
at the port of New York go to their 
destinations from the docks rather than 
from Ellis Island. 


The committee has approved of secur- 
ing a conference of port chaplains, to be 
held at a central point in Europe during 
the next year. It is hoped that by secur- 
ing larger co-operation our service to im- 
migrants may be improved. 


Christian Education 
W. A. Harper, General Secretary 


Children’s Week 

WO dates are suggested for the ob- 

servance of Children’s Week this 
year. The spring date is May 6-18, and 
the fall date October 21-28. The purpose 
of Children’s Week is: (1) To arouse 
adults to a realization of more adequate 
religious education of children in the 
home. (2) To create public opinion in 
favor of having better facilities for re- 
ligious education, including suitable 
buildings, adequate equipment, graded 
lessons, more time through week-day and 
vacation school sessions and larger oppor- 
tunities for teachers to become trained 
for their work. (8) To gain co-opera- 
tion of parents, men’s brotherhoods, and 
women’s societies in the church, of par- 
ent-teacher associations connected with 
public schools, and of women’s and busi- 
ness men’s clubs in an effort to raise 
the grade of the commercialized amuse- 
ments of the community in order that 
they may not become a moral menace to 
the children. 

Suggestions for the observance of the 
week in your church and community may 
be secured from the Christian Education 
Department, C. P. A. Building, Dayton, 
Ohio. A Worship Program for use in 
the Sunday-school has been prepared and 
may be secured for two cents each, or, 
in lots of fifty or more, $1.50 per hundred 
from the International Council of Re- 
ligious Education, 5 South Wabash Ave- 
nue, Chicago, Ill. Suggestions for Song, 
Play, and Story Hour, by Nan F. Weeks, 
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helpful to every church school worker, 
may be secured from the same address 
for ten cents, postpaid. 


Mother and Daughter Week 


T is suggested that Children’s Week 
features and Mother and Daughter 
Week activities be combined in the week 
May 6 to 18 this year. Samples of ma- 
terial prepared for Mothers’ Day, Daugh- 
ters’ Day, Mother and Daughter Banquet, 
and other activities of the week will be 
sent free upon request by the Christian 
Education Department, C. P. A. Build- 
ing, Dayton, Ohio. 


The General Convention 
and 


Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 


(CONFERENCES begin to meet in May. 
All church reports to conference 
should be approved by the church before 
they are sent. Churches should insist on 
fullness, accuracy, and completeness. All 
the information should be carefully gath- 
ered. Church clerks should read full in- 
structions on report blanks. If it can- 
not be read to the church for. some un- 
usual reason, then it should be adopted 
by the official board before it is sent. 

Rev. H. G. Rowe, Huntington, Indiana, 
is exactly right when he says, “Many 
churches could rid themselves of unneces- 
sary debts if they had the will to do it.” 
Some churches, just for lack of plan and 
will, pay as much for interest as the 
debt itself. Some preparation and a plan 
would lift many debts. We cannot get 
away from the fact that we are stewards 
of our money. We congratulate the 
Huntington Church. 

People are afraid of what they do not 
understand. All real teachers and 
leaders try to make things plain. Simpli- 
fy church organization and people want 
it. When the real purposes of the every- 
member canvass are made clear, the 
churches are anxious for it. When the 
Convention Budget is made plain by pas- 
tors and conference leaders, it is no bug- 
bear. It commends itself to our people. 
Turn on the light, and darkness and fear 
disappear. The Convention Budget plan 
is a blessing and not a burden for a 
church. Do not keep it back from our 
workers. 

All conference secretaries should send 
to the convention office for church re- 
port blanks, ministerial report blanks, 
conference secretary report blanks, 
church tabulation blanks, in ample time. 
Please do not wait until the last possible 
day. They should be used by all confer- 

(Continued on page ten) 
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THE BOYS AND 





GIRLS 





Daddy’s Umbrella 


Daddy’s umbrella is black and wide; 

There’s room for two little girls inside! 

Rain may patter and storm winds blow; 

They cannot reach us here below. 

Little brown brooks in the gutters plash 

And on the sidewalks the raindrops 
splash. 

Over our heads the clouds are gray, 

“— misty winds through the tree tops 
play. 

But what do you care for wind or rain? 

Tomorrow the sun may shine again. 

And Daddy’s umbrella is strong and 
wide! 

There’s lot of room for us both inside! 

—Eleanore Hammond. 


Mental Diet 
By Hilda Richmond 


[' was the day when the Hillsdale base- 

ball team was expected by the en- 
thusiastic rooters to “wallop” the team 
from the neighboring town of Glendale, 
and Hugh Tompkins came home early for 
lunch in order to be on hand when the 
big bus arrived at the school ground. He 
was almost too full of excitement to eat; 
but when he began on the dainty lunch 
his mother set him down to, common 
sense asserted itself and he looked the 
meal over in dismay. 

“Why, Mother,” he said, “this is no 
meal for a fellow to win a game on! 
Those sandwiches are mighty good, but 
I could eat them all in one mouthful. 
Why, the Glendale fellows would beat us 
all hollow. Don’t you know that your 
son is the important catcher for our 
bunch and he can’t catch on wind and 
flavor.” As he spoke he pointed to the 
beautiful little custard waiting for his 
consumption, and the thin little sand- 
wiches with a bit of crisp lettuce for 
filling. “Mother, can’t you give a fellow 
something that will stick to his ribs?” 

Mrs. Thompkins looked up to the tall, 
excited senior and made no move to get 
something more substantial. “Hugh, I 
made this luncheon on purpose to teach 
you a lesson. I had a note from Mr. 
Moore this morning saying that you will 
not be able to graduate with your class 
unless your grades improve very soon. It 
seems you and some more of the class 
have been feeding on light reading, so- 
cial events, games and recreations to the 
exclusion of studies. Now you can see 
that you can not win that game for your 
team on this light and unsubstantial food, 
and I want you to see that your mental 
diet needs some vitamines also.” 

“Mother, you are right,” said the youth 
promptly. “I’ve been realizing that some- 
thing is wrong, but nobody put it just 
that way. Bring on your roast beaf and 


bread and butter and I’ll show you that 
I can win both games.” 

Mrs. Tompkins smiled as she hastily 
carried in from the kitchen the fare 
suited to a growing youth with a hard 
afternoon’s work before him, and later 
she said that never in her life had she 
seen her son enjoy a good meal more. 

“Now, I’m ready for the fight—two of 
them,” he said, as he kissed her good-by. 

The members of the Hillsdale team 
said afterwards that they had never seen 
Hugh Tompkins play as he played that 
afternoon, but they did not know that 
he was doing more than winning a vic- 
tory for them. He was determining once 
for all that his school work should not 
suffer. But if they did not know of the 
struggle going on internally, they did dis- 
cover in the weeks that followed that 
something had happened, for his grades 
went steadily upward until he won the 
highest honors the following spring. 
When his mental diet improved, he found 
to his amazement that he could even play 
a better game, and there were no more 
object lessons of tiny sandwiches and 
small portions of light pudding necessary 
in the Tompkins home. 


Stains 
ONE day Ruth came home from school 
with three stains on her pretty white 
dress. When mother saw them, she said: 

“You may get them out yourself. I'll 
tell you how.” 

So Ruth rubbed the cocoa stain in cold 
water. That disappeared. Then she 
poured boiling water through the straw- 
berry stain. The red turned to pink, 
then faded away. The ink stain was 
hardest of all. Mother gave her some- 
thing in a bottle that banished the ugly 
black. Some drops from another bottle 
kept the acid from eating the cloth. 

It is easy to take stains out of cloth, 
but do you know how to take stains out 
of thoughts? 

There is a quarrel stain. Your play- 
mate does something that you do not like. 
Soon there is an ugly, brown stain on 
your friendship. You can make it dis- 
appear by pouring on the water of re- 
membrance. Think of all the fun you 
have had together and of all the kind 
things which your playmate has done. 
Away will go the quarrel stain. 

Some stains are very hard to get out 
if you let them get old. There is the 
bad word stain. It is hard to get that 
out if you keep thinking about the words 
or even repeating them. Take them out 
at once. Think of last Sabbath’s Golden 
Text or your favorite stories when even 


words want to say themselves over. 

Whenever you make a thought stain, 
see if you can remove it as quickly as 
the boiling water faded the strawberry 
stain—Dew Drops. 


That Grumble Man 
I WONDER how he got into this house! 
I am sure the front door was locked. 
Yes, and the windows are down, but he 
got in somehow.” 

“Who, mother?” piped up May, as she 
lay on the lounge complaining. “Who got 
into the house? Did he steal anything?” 

“Yes, child,” replied the mother, look- 
ing very sad. “He sto-le—let me see. 
Yes, his name was Mr. Grumble; he came 
to the face of my little girl and stole 
away the pretty smiles. He changed the 
expression on her face so that no one 
to look at her would recognize her as my 
little girl.” 

“O, mother, you are making fun of 
me!” cried May, and the tears began to 
fall in earnest. 

“Dear me! Now we ghall have rivers, 
too, if we don’t look out; run quickly and 
open the door, May, so the horrid fellow 
can get out.” 

May ran to the door and opened it, 
then she came back laughing and said: 
“I chased him out, mother, and he shall 
never get into the house again, if I 
can help it.’—The Lutheran. 


An Education From a Nickel 


A YOUNG girl in Mississippi asked her 

brother to give her the money to go 
to college. He told her that he could not 
afford it, and, tossing her a nickle, added, 
“Unless you can go on that.” 

The plucky girl took the five-cent piece 
and bought some calico, from which she 
made at bonnet that she sold for twenty- 
five cents. It should be added that this 
happened some years ago. With this 
money she bought some more calico, and 
made more bonnets. After she had made 
several dollars in this way, she deter- 
mined to raise potatoes. She did all the 
work in the field except the plowing. The 
venture was a success, and she had 
enough money to start at school. She did 
not stop working, however, and it is not 
surprising that a girl of such determina- 
tion was able to borrow enough money 
to supplement what she made. 

She was graduated with honor from 
the state college for women, attended a 
medical school, still earning all her ex- 
penses, got her degree, and is now a suc- 
cessful practicing physician in a large 
town in the South, and it all began with 
a nickle—Selected. 
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(Continued from page eight) 
ences. That information will be needed 


in detail for The Christian Annual and 
other agencies. 


Conference Stewardship Secretaries in 
the Western Convention 
(See 1928 Annual) 

Central Iowa—Mrs. Mabel Piper, Legrand, 
Iowa. 

Eastern Kansas— 

Eastern Osage— 

Northern Kansas and Nebraska—Clyde 
Hedrick, Superior, Nebraska. 

Northwestern Kansas—Curtis Sprague, Al- 
mena, Kansas. 

North Missouri— 

Southern Kansas—N. H. Webber, Arling- 
ton, Kansas. 

Union Iowa—Marvin Coder, Letts, Iowa. 

Western Illinois—Mrs. Mary Beer, London 
Mills, Ill. 

Western Iowa—A. S. Lynn, Orient, Iowa. 

Western Osage— 

Western Washington— 


Those of us who live among the hard 
problems all the time and have to deal 
with the rough side of things are likely 
to forget the victories that are being won. 
No, the paths are not all thorns. There 
are more roses than thorns. When the 
hard situations have been pressing heav- 
ily, and the problems seem so difficult, it 
does one good to stop and look back and 
out and see the triumphs too. Time is a 
great helper and healer. Hard problems 
strengthen us. Is your task a burden to 


be borne or an opportunity to serve? 
Look back ten years in our Christian 
Church life and see whence we have come. 
It is easy to forget. 


Foreign Missions 
Wilson P. Minton, Secretary 


HASTY check of the foreign mission 

receipts for the month of March in- 
dicates that a larger number of offerings 
were received than during March, 1927, 
but the total amount given was con- 
siderably less than a year ago. While 
no one month can be used as a safe guide, 
yet it is significant in this case because 
March was a good month for church at- 
tendance and more offerings were actual- 
ly sent in than last March. The fact 
that the total amount received for this 
work was smaller this March than last 
means that our Foreign Mission Depart- 
ment is in more serious difficulty than 
ever. 

We want to announce that soon after 
the first of May we will check over the 
receipts for April and if the total does 
not indicate some reasonable assurance 
that we will make our budget for the 
year, it will be necessary to send word 
to both Japan and Porto Rico Missions 
to begin at once to cut down the work 
planned for this year. We simply dare 
not go into deeper debt, and the only way 
to stop it, if the offerings do not meet 
the need, is to cut the work. 

In the May Magazine Number of The 
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Herald we will give a statement of the 
offerings received in March, also the 
churches making a gain of fifteen per- 
cent or more and the churches meriting 
recognition as one hundred percent 
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churches because they succeeded in send- 
ing in offerings from the church proper, 
the Sunday-school, and the Young 
People’s society. You will be interesteq 
in this list. 


Communications 


Looking on the Other Side 


In a recent communication, I called at- 
tention to some of the challenging things 
thirty-five churches have been doing in 
the way of benevolences. At least two 
of those churches are the kind that re- 
fuse to be satisfied with being just “aver- 
age churches”—Suffolk, Va., with its big 
aggregate of $16,881, and Albany, Mo., 
with its magnificent per capita of $27.96. 
Graham Providence, N. C., too, with its 
per capita giving of $21.24 to benevolent 
enterprises, might be mentioned as one 
not easy to satisfy with merely doing the 
conventional keeping up with the pro- 
cession. 

But in this article I want to show a 
sad contrast. We now have a consider- 
able number of strong churches. From 
these, after eliminating the thirty-five 
from which the lessons of the previous 
article were drawn, I selected another 
group of the same number. Eight of 
these were from among the first twenty- 
four, numerically, of all the churches in 
our General Convention. The other 
twenty-six churches in this second group 
were taken from leading churches among 
us so far as numbers may be said to 
mark churches as belonging in that cate- 
gory. The smallest of these has more 
than 200 members, whereas the smallest 
in the former group shows only 54 mem- 
bers. However, the aggregate member- 
ship of the second group is smaller than 
that of the first. The first shows 14,124, 
while the second shows 11,995. But now 
note the contrast. The first group shows 
benevolent offerings of $81,871; the sec- 
ond shows $18,884.25. The per capita 
giving of the one group is thus seen to 
be $5.79 against $1.15 for the second. 

Surely now, brethren, no one will have 
the temerity to suggest that such a show- 
ing is the result of prosperity in the case 
of one group as against poverty on the 
part of the other. There can be no such 
contrast in real ability to do, but rather 
a wide contrast in disposition. When two 
groups of such proportions are contrasted 
—thirty-four churches in each group— 
it reveals a woeful lack of spiritual 
vision on the part of those whose givings 
for purposes outside the parish limits 
averages only slightly over the price of 
a postage stamp in a whole week for 
each member. 

If the churches represented in the sec- 
ond group use duplex envelopes at all, an 
appalling number of their members it 
would seem must ignore benevolent 
claims entirely. It is inconceivable that 
any considerable number of self-respect- 
ing people could be found who would 
measure their interest, if any, in terms 
of two cents a week. 

The conviction is forced upon us that 
we are not what we have been telling 
ourselves for more than a century and a 
quarter we are—a Bible people. I very 
much fear that many of our people have 
spent so much energy declaring for an in- 
fallible Book that they have none left 
with which to demonstrate the unerring 


character of the teaching of that Book, 
Will not the God who inspired the writ- 
ing of the sacred Scriptures feel more 
highly honored by seeing men moved to 
obedience to the things taught by the 
Book, than by hearing their loud profes- 
sions of faith in its inerrant text? 

Why not give heed to the admonition 
to lay by in store on the first day of each 
week for benevolent purposes? It seems 
never to have occurred to a great many 
of these shouters that that admonition 
was directed specifically toward gifts for 
causes away from home, but such is the 
fact. 

Here are a few concrete facts to think 
about! 

All of our churches averaging as well 
as the first group of thirty-four averaged 
last year, would give us for carrying on 
our general work $648,480, figuring on 
the basis of 112,000 constituents. 

It will not do to excuse ourselves with 
the plea that there are so many inactive 
ones in that 112,000. Think of this a 
minute. Suffolk Church, I venture to 
suggest, has a larger percentage of in- 
active members than are to be found in 
any ten other churches of our brother- 
hood. Now do not misquote me as say- 
ing has more inactives than any ten 
churches. I say Suffolk Church has a 
larger percentage. But it did not pre- 
vent her from showing us how the active 
members of any church when they are 
practically, as well as nominally active, 
offset the “inactives” to a great extent. 
After Suffolk reckons with her “in- 
actives” in true statesmanlike style, she 
shows a per capita giving, including the 
many absentee members and others, of 
$12.95. If this average were maintained 
throughout our brotherhood, our benev- 
olences would soar beyond a million and 
a quarter. 

Oh yes, Brother, I know Suffolk has 
considerable wealth. But if the Suffolk 
of today is like the Suffolk I knew many 
years ago, some of its well-to-do members 
have learned how to shirk as well as 
they do it in other places. How about 
Albany, Mo.—are they rich, too? What 
of Graham Providence? If we followed 
the pace of the Albany Church, we would 
raise more than two and a half millions 
a year for benevolenc+s alone. 


WE CAN DO IT IF WE WILL!!! 


P. S. SAILER. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 


In London 


The issue of The Herald came to me 
yesterday, bearing on the front page a 
selection from a sermon of Dr. Norwood. 
Last Sunday we attended service at the 
City Temple where he is pastor and he 
preached. The text was Paul’s word to 
Timothy, “‘I am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have committed 
unto him against that day.” The elucida- 
tion, interpretation, and presentation of 
the passage made it a great message. The 
whole service was a benediction. The 
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musical features were beautiful in their 
simplicity and richness and the congrega- 
tion was large and worshipful. It was 
a benediction in itself to be with such a 
large company of people so thoughtful 
and reverent. 

London of today with its teeming mil- 
lions—the heart beat of England, throb- 
bing, pulsating the life, activities, and 
thought in these days of questionings, 
anxieties, and movements in which old- 
time outlooks and institutions are being 
recast, if not overthrown—this is what 
excites my interest. The people seem 
quiet, orderly, carrying even an air of 
seriousness, yet they are busy “carrying 
on” as to business and really restless. 
There are places of amusement in plenty 
and the papers daily are full of reports 
of meetings in which every phase of life 
is discussed. There does not seem to be 
as much drinking as formerly. I have 
not at yet seen a drunken person. But 
the astounding thing to me is the amount 
of cigarette smoking on the part of wom- 
en and ministers. It is just as common 
as with men; and an item in a paper 
today commenting on the report of a 
cigarette firm stated that “clergymen 
were above the average” as to the con- 
sumption of the cigarette or tobacco. I 
scarcely see a minister more than once 
without seeing him with a pipe or cigar- 
ette. One firm makes forty millions of 
cigarettes daily, and I am not surprised. 
And there seems to be no agitation 
against the custom. It is common to all 
classes of women as far as I can see. 
Mothers at the table with their children, 
husbands and wives, shop girls, students, 
all classes. Wife said today that she 
would not be surprised to see it carried 
on next in the church service. 

There seems to be less tendency to in- 
dustry and labor than with us on Sunday, 
but the spirit of hilarity and pleasure 
abounds. I cannot but wonder what the 
future will unfold as to some of the atti- 
tudes we have cherished in our day and 
generation. 


London, England. 
Need Each Other 


Mexico is a wonderful country and I 
wish the United States understood her 
better. The two countries need each other 
badly and it is a pity so much of the 
opinion on either side the boundary is 
distorted by self-interest. Hearst, for 
example, whose papers publish so much 
about Mexico, is one of the most un- 
scrupulous of American capitalists in this 
country. 


G. A. CONIBEAR. 


; , JOHN H. WARNER. 
Mexico City, Mexico. 


Pleased With the Change 


The new Herald Magazine is just 
splendid. The Sunday-school helps are 
great. While we miss the Prayer Page 
and some other helps, I think it more 
than makes up for what we miss. 

Mrs. J. E. CROTHERS. 

Ligonier, Indiana. 


The Trend of Events seemed to take 
The Herald out of the purely denomina- 
tional class and made it more important 
to those not members of the Christian 
Church. But we are much pleased with 
the three-in-one magazines. 

(Mrs.) ELLA M. MACNICHOL. 

Newport, Rhode Island. 
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From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND 


Rhode Island and Massachusetts 
Conference 


Pottersville, March 29—Sunday, March 
25, was made a notable occasion at the 
First Christian Church from the fact that 
Rev. F. H. Gardner on that date finished 
thirty-five years as a minister of the gos- 
pel. He preached a. special sermon in 
honor of the occasion, his topic being “The 
Matterhorn of Service.’”’ There was a very 
large attendance at the morning service 
when this sermon was given, and Pastor 
Gardner was the recipient of a large num- 
ber of congratulatory messages of good 
will for his long and earnest, service in the 
ministry. The pastor’s evening topic was 
“The Great Banquet.’”—Fall River Herald- 
News. 


Providence, Rhode Island, March 14— 
Last Thursday evening’s meeting brought 
to a close the six-week mission institute 
in our church, We feel certain it was the 
most successful series of meetings we 
have had in years, both as to attendance 
(an average of seventy-five), and infor- 
mation and inspiration received. Those 
who were present at every meeting—and 
these were many—learned much of the 
immediate past and present conditions of 
the mission work, in the world in general 
and particularly in China, Burma, and the 
home field; and they also received most 
challenging statements of the situation 
that faces Christians here in America and 
elsewhere if the work of Christ is to go 
forward in the Orient, and here at home 
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THE STATESMAN 


HE statesman throws his shoulders back 

and straightens out his tie, 

And says, ‘My friends, unless it rains the 
weather will be dry.” 

And when this thought into our brains has 
percolated through, 

We common people nod our heads and 
loudly cry, ““How true!” 


The statesman blows his massive nose and 
clears his august throat, 

And says, “The ship will never sink so 
long as it's afloat.” 

Whereat we roll our solemn eyes, applaud 
with main and might, 

And slap each other on the back, the while 
we say, “He's right!” 


The statesman waxes stern and warm, his 
drone becomes a roar, 

He yells, “I say to you, my friends, that 
two and two make four!" 

And thereupon our doubts dissolve, our 
fears are put to rout, 

And we agree that here’s a man who 
knows what he’s about. 

—Exchange. 
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among the colored peoples and along the 
frontier. The speakers during the insti- 
tute represented several denominations— 
Congregational, Advent Christian, Method- 
ist, Baptist, and had all Leen on the field 
of which they spoke; so it was not a one- 
track view of the situation that was pre- 
sented. One thought seemed, however, to 
stand out from each evening’s address— 


that it will not be enough in the future to 
teach Christ; the missionary and Chris- 
tians everywhere must live Christ more 
truly than in the past, if the Kingdom of 
Christ on earth is to be brought about. 
The last evening was devoted to a sum- 
ming up of what had gone before; and a 
reading, with shadow pictures, depicting 
the outstanding events in the life of 
Booker T. Washington. This was _ pre- 
sented by the young people of the church. 
—Fern F. Whipple. 
E. J. Bodman. 


Rockingham Conference 

Kittery Point, Maine, March 28—Our 
Ladies’ Aid held a very pleasant gathering 
recently at the home of Mrs. Louie M. 
Dorr. Although the weather was most un- 
favorable, a good sized company was 
present. An unique program was pre- 
sented, which was heartily enjoyed by all. 
A solo by our pastor was highly appre- 
ciated as was a duet by Mrs. Myra Sea- 
wards and Mark H. Turner. — Our pastor 
has recently introduced a new feature in 
our Sunday evening service, the young 
people leading the praise service. The 
sight of our boys and girls to the number 
of sixteen or more on the platform, prais- 
ing the Lord in song and later in the front 
seats of our auditorium listening eagerly 
to the pastor’s evening message is very 
helpful to all. — The regular monthly ses- 
sion of our Official board was held Mon- 
day evening, March 26, at the home ot 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Fred Dorr.—Amee. 


Haverhiill, Massachusetts, April 1—On 
March 14, we held another church get- 
together supper in the vestry. The 
speaker of the evening was Rev. S. Paul 
Jefferson, of the Park Street Baptist 
Church of Framingham. Special music was 
furnished by Miss Olive Finenks, violinist, 
accompanied by Miss Sophie Finenks. — 
During the following week, Mr. Guedj con- 
ducted a series of evangelistic services. 
Special music for these services consisted 
of selections by a mixed quartet and by a 
male quartet, vocal solos by the pastor, 
and a piano and mandolin duet. The week 
of services was brought to an impressive 
close on Sunday night, March 25. At that 
time our pastor led us back over nineteen 
centuries to that night in Palestine when 
our Master gathered his disciples together 
in the upper room. In a beautiful candle- 
light service, each follower of Christ re- 
consecrated himself to the Savior’s work. 
This was followed by a communion serv- 
ice where each one could feel the presence 
of him who instituted the ordinance. — At 
a recent Christian Endeavor meeting, Mr. 
Guedj gave a very interesting and educa- 
tional talk on “Missionary Work in Al- 
giers.”’ As Mr. Guedj is a native of Al- 
giers, the “White City” of northern Africa, 
he was well prepared to bring us first- 
hand information regarding the life and 
customs of the people of Algeria. Mission- 
aries from England, France, and Germany 
are at work in Algeria. One method of 
bringing young folks to these missions 
was described in detail. The children of 
the vicinity are invited to the missionary’s 
home on Sunday afternoon for a good 
time. After an hour spent in games and 
sports, the children join in a song service, 
followed by a word of prayer and a short 
talk by the missionary. Once a child has 
been at one of these meetings, he is sure 
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to return week after week, bringing his 
friends with him. How different from the 
Puritanic Sabbath to which we are ac- 
customed! Yet great results of this prac- 
tice are felt by all the churches of Algiers. 
—Edna M. Douglass. 


INDIANA - 


Kokomo, March 24.—The writer had the 
pleasure of visiting with the Darroughs 
Chapel Church, two miles east of Kokomo, 
Sunday, March 24. Four years ago I 
visited this church. At that time it was 
a small church. Its only services were 
Sunday-school on the Sabbath and preach- 
ing services on Wednesday night, con- 
ducted by Rev. Everette Nixon, of Kokomo. 
Sunday I found a wonderful transforma- 
tion, a splendid Sunday-school of nearly 
one hundred and an enrolled attendance 
of ninety-two. Mr. Earl Bowen is the 
superintendent, a fine Christian, and wide 
awake to the school’s interest. He keeps 
well in the background, while each officer 
and pupil seems to be a part of the Sun- 
day-school. Mr. Bowen has surrounded 
himself with a corps of teachers, of whom 
any superintendent would be proud. The 
Junior class conducted the morning wor- 
ship period of the Sunday-school, with 
songs and scripture verses, each member 
taking part. There were eighteen pupils 
and the service was very impressive. — 
Rev. Everette Nixon, the pastor, held a 
series of meetings last winter with a 
goodly number added to the church, 
Brother Nixon and the small congregation 
are to be commended for remodeling and 
enlarging the church which takes the 
place of the small dilapidated church of 
four years ago. The pastor and members 
have met many discouragements and dis- 
appointments, but today the church stands 
as a memorial and reward for their la- 
bors. — Brother Nixon gives the church 
one-half time service that is telling in the 
building of the Kingdom of Christ. May 
the Lord bless and prosper them in their 
labors.—R. L. Haskett. 


VIRGINIA 


Norfolk, March 27—The_ evangelistic 
campaign at the Christian Temple closed 
Sunday night, March 25. The church be- 
gan preparations for the meeting some 
weeks ago. Organizations were formed 
and committees appointed. Dr. R. C. Hel- 
fenstein, of Dover, Delaware, was invited 
to lead the church in these meetings. For 
two weeks Dr. Helfenstein spoke to con- 
stantly increasing audiences. There were 
no special advertisements, no unusual fea- 
tures other than the plain, practical 
preaching of the old gospel. The people 
came in good numbers. The gospel is still 
the most attractive thing yet given to the 
church, the faithful presentation of which 
never fails to attract. Never before in the 
history of our church have we had a series 
of sermons more carefully thought out, 
more logically arranged, or more effective- 
ly given, than the series brought to us by 
Dr. Helfenstein. Every message was com- 
plete, replete with the Spirit and brought 
a heart appeal to the listener. Our people 
and the community enjoyed Dr. Helfen- 
stein so much and will wish for his return. 
— It is difficult to estimate the benefits 
of a meeting like this; they cannot be 
tabulated. There were forty-four de- 
cisions for Christ and requests for mem- 
bership in the church, the most of whom 
were received into the church yesterday. 
Others will be received next Sunday and 
on Easter. Splendid results, when you 
consider the fact that we have had but 
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219 S. Ludlow Street, 
Dayton, Ohio. 


Gentlemen— 
Enclosed find 


A Mothers’ Day Song 


You Should Have 


For the past several years this publication has made arrange- 
ments with the publishers of the well known song MOTHERS’ 
LAND to give our readers this high class song at less than retail 
It is a song that can be used at any time and is especially 
appropriate for Mothers’ Day. Use the coupon below and get this 
song at our special price to you. 32c postpaid. 
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The Christian Publishing Association, 


for which please send to me 
copies of the song MOTHERS’ LAND by Raymond J. Iden. 
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five Sundays since last September that we 
have not received members into the 
Temple. “We are constantly expecting our 
program to bear fruit. — Perhaps the 
greatest benefits of the meeting are being 
realized within the church itself. The tires 
of God began to burn upon the altars of 
our hearts. Dr. Helfenstein is doinz a 
great work in Pover for the denomination 
and for the Kingdom at large. May God 
bless him und increase his kind among 
us.—L. E. Smith, Fastor. 


WASHINGTON 


Montesano, March 21—It is with a feel- 
ing of regret that I write this my last re- 
port for our church at Montesano, yet at 
the same time I cannot but rejoice at the 
prospect of the realization of my hope of 
returning to England. For six years I 
have tried to give the members and 
friends of our denomination news of our 
doings here in the West, and have found 
sincere pleasure in performing this little 
act of loving service as requested by our 
late respected pastor, Rev. D. C. Loucks. 
My sister, her family, and myself have 
much enjoyed worshiping with the folks 
at Montesano, and shall carry away many 
pleasant recollections of our stay among 
them. The ladies and friends of the 
church generally have been exceedingly 
kind to get together and surprise us with 
various parties and presents. — Again, 
my sister and myself are deeply appre- 
ciative of the parties held at the homes of 
Mesdames Nelson and Pennell and the 
Farewell Party held at the parsonage on 
March 9 when a large number of members 
and friends were present. A short pro- 
gram under the direction of Mrs. C. Nelson 
(through the unavoidable absence of Mrs. 
S. Copeland) was given. : At the conclusion 
of the program, Miss Edna Ruse, in the 
name of the church, presented my sister 
(Mrs. Abbott) and children and myself 


with delightful gifts, as a token of love 
and appreciation of our labors in _ the 
church. We are deeply touched by the 
splendid feelings expressed both by epift 
and voice, and consequently gave sincere 
thanks for all the kindness shown. Our 
labors have been those of love for God's 
work, our six years’ association with 
every one in the church has been pleas- 
ant and helpful, and we sincerely regret 
leaving the work and the helpers. An 
English tea was served to the company 
and much appreciated by all, the tables 
being handsomely decorated. — During 
the renovations and decorations being 
carried out in our church, we are holding 
Sunday-school and church services in the 
parsonage. — We have observed Self-de- 
nial Week for Missions in connection with 
our Sunday-school and the result with 
church collections for foreign missions 
have to date realized the sum of twenty 
dollars, the fund still being open. — I for- 
warded Mrs. E. S. Powers on March 16 the 
sum of $28.92, the same being mission 
money raised by our woman’s missionary 
society, Sunday-school monthly collections, 
and my private Sunday-school class mis- 
sion box, this sum being an advance of 
$6.62 on money sent during March, 1927.— 
Linda L. Bastable, Church Correspondent. 


The American Bible Society 


FOr over one hundred and eleven years 

the American Bible Society has been 
circulating the Bible. That is its one 
big business. Its field is the world. And 
although its accomplishments have 
pushed forward the barriers of civiliza- 
tions, the remaining work but shows the 
darker against the bright spaces which 
have been illumined by the light of the 
gospel story. 

It is by providing the Bible in the 
spoken languages of the people that the 











THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


Society renders to all the churches an 
essential service. So thoroughly is the 
value and necessity of its work recog- 
nized that twenty-nine of the leading de- 
nominations in the United States have 
united in appointing official .representa- 
tives to confer with the Society and to 
encourage its support throughout their 
constituencies. 

While the Society has estimated a mini- 
mum budget of $1,345,426 for 1928, from 
the reports received from the workers in 
its home and foreign agencies a much 
larger sum could be wisely used. It will, 
however, keep its appropriations within 
the estimated income. 

In war-torn China the Bible is asked 
for as never before. A new Bible House 
is being built on one of the leading 
streets of Peking. The Bible will stay, 
whatever war’s result to missions and 
their workers. Not many years ago, in 
Peru, a Bible worker was imprisoned for 
nine months for the crime of circulating 
the Scriptures. Now, the entire country 
is open to the gospel. The Society has 
completed fifty years work in Brazil. At 
the beginning, when a man bought a 
Bible he found it necessary to hide it. 
While distribution in parts of the coun- 
try may still be fraught with danger, 
Scriptures are being circulated annual- 
ly at the rate of one copy to every 140 
of the population. 

In Africa the chief aid of the Society 
has been given to translation work in co- 
operation with certain American mis- 
sions. Bibles cannot be sent into Russia, 
but the Society had the privilege of giv- 
ing to Russian groups of Christians a 
set of plates of the whole Bible from 
which an edition of 25,000 copies was 
published. The Bible, for the first time 
since the Reformation, is to be published 
in France by a secular publishing house. 
This was due largely to a donation from 
the American Bible Society. It is almost 
impossible to find the Bible on sale in 
France, except in special bookstores. It 
is thought the availability of the Book 
will attract many new readers. 

More than 65,000 copies of the Scrip- 
tures were sent, free, to the sufferers of 
the Mississippi flood. So many requests 
for Bibles with family record pages were 
received from these people, that a special 
edition has been published. These, also, 
will be distributed without financial re- 
turn. 

Translation work during 1928 will be 
done in two of the American Indian dia- 
lects, in various languages of Central 
America and of South, East, and Central 
Africa. Revision in some of the Philip- 
pine dialects will also be undertaken. 
The sum of $10,000 will be used for the 
purchase of new printing plates of the 
Bible, chiefly in foreign languages. 

President Coolidge has said “that 
wherever the Bible goes it raises the 
whole standard of human relationship.” 
If, as records show, over half of the 
world still lives in Bibleless houses, it is 
imperative that Scriptures be sent to 
change these dwellings into Christian 
homes. 

_ Recently the Advisory Council, which 
is composed of one representative each 
of twenty-four denominations, met in 
New York City. After carefully con- 
sidering the field and the need, it was 
unanimously decided that an increased 
distribution of Bibles was very much 
needed. This can be done only through 
a larger income—this increase to be used 
exclusively for the printing of more 


‘ 


Bibles. The Council adopted resolutions 
calling upon the churches to make official 
appropriations to the American Bible So- 
ciety and asking the Board of Managers 
of the society to appeal to the churches 
for largely increased gifts towards the 
wider distribution of the Scriptures. 


Dressing to Worship God 


OULD it be too much to ask you to 

assist me with my collar?” said an 
old man to the writer as the latter was 
about to pass out from a visit to a home 
for aged men. 

The questioner was a funny little old 
man with round, smooth-shaven, rosy 
cheeks. At most, he could not have been 
more than five feet three in height, or 
have weighed more than one hundred 
twelve pounds. Although active and 
sprightly, he was having difficulty with a 
refractory collar stud as he stood there 
in the open ward. Most of the inmates 
of that institution were bedridden, but a 
few of them, and this one among them, 
were able to take care of themselves and 
were finding, through the benevolence of 
a large-hearted man, a veritable haven 
of peace during the eventide of their 
lives. But try as he would, this man was 
unable to fasten his collar to the large- 
headed stud. 


Had this seemingly trivial request been 
made at any other time, it would not 
have been at all arresting. But the eve- 
ning was approaching and already the 
bell had rung announcing to visitors that 
the institution would soon close for the 
day. Under the circumstances it seemed 
permissible to ask the old man why it 
was that he desired at so late an hour 
in the day to change his collar. 

“Oh!” he replied, “I always engage in 
my devotions at this hour, and I would 
never think of reading God’s Word and 
of rendering unto God the glory due unto 
his name, in a soiled collar.” 


There he stood, as doubtless he had 
often stood before his mother many years 
ago, with chin uplifted ready to have his 
collar buttoned for him. Who could re- 
sist such an appeal on any grounds, least 
of all in view of the old man’s reasons 
for wanting a clean collar? 

Probably some reader will say, “What 
a funny little man he must have been!” 
Yes, he was in some respects a ridiculous- 
ly funny man, but what a delicacy of 
feeling, and what a fine sense of rever- 
ence the old man displayed! He realized, 
what all men should realize, that one 
should bring to God nothing but the best. 
—The Churchman Afield, in Boston 
Transcript. 
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If you take a bucket of cold water and 
pour on a little every time a bit of exu- 
berant generosity or extravagant opti- 
mism shows itself, you can repress an as- 
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Collection Plates 


Here is a splendid line. Get some- 
thing that will add zest to your col- 
lection period. You will find any 
of the following of very excellent 
quality and at reasonable prices. 
By mail 


REED COLLECTION BASKET 


Reed basket, 9-inch, well made 
Price, $1.35. 


throughout. 


Made of aluminum, these plates 
are of the highest quality, with 
velvet pad. Price, $2.00. 


Style B-—Plain Rim 
Finished in Oak 
10 inches 
UA PENGO en 
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tonishing amount of it. A woman can, if 
she chooses, chill the enthusiasm of the 
lover out of the heart of her husband 
and have left by her side only a man who 
will do his duty because it is right—that 
finer something which might have been 
hers is gone. Parents can, if they will, 
destroy the bubbling joy of companion- 
ship with them out of the hearts of their 
children and have something left which 
will honor and obey—but there is an un- 
speakable loss. The teacher who thinks 
that the wet blanket is the most suitable 
uniform for an educator can substitute 
the habit of enforced obedience to certain 
regulations in the place of joyous fellow- 
ship in a common quest for a fuller life— 
but the higher ends of education go down 
in defeat.—Charles R. Brown. 








